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vovember 1946 to Mareh 1949 


1. Flying over VITEBSY (%0912°E/55°11'N) has increased steadily 
since Cctober 1948, Twin-engine eircraft vere seen every day 
flying individually and in formations of up to nine plates, 
the follo“ing types being in evidence: 


a. Lov-wing monoplane, wings in slight dihedral, two in-line 
engines, nose “heel, single rudder assembly with smsil rear 
stump projecting beyond trailing edge, glazed nose, glazed 
rear gunner's station in rear third of fuselage. 


b. Tlane similar to above type but without nose “heel, glazed 
nose and rear gunner's station. 


2, The aircraft approached an area of the railroad line to ORSha 
(30°26 'R/54°30'N), where from three to six paratroopers jumped 
from each plane. This “as repeated as many as ten times a day. 
Towed cargo gliders occasionally vere released over the airfield 
and landed there, This was also repeated up to ten times, Ac~ 
cording to loce). residents, the airfield was very large. 


4. wo truckloads of :rmy soldiers “ere taken almost daily to a4 
settlement vest of LORONIK.i, a half-mile south of the Ovina 
River and west of the railroad line to ORSMA. A captive 
balloon was hoisted there to an altitude of 650 to 1,000 
feet about the time the trucks “ere expected to arrive. To 
paratroopers jumped from the balloon. shortly aftervard, The 
balloon “as then pulled down and the procedure was repeated. 
These practices lasted two to three hours. 


4, Soviet Army vork details, with soldiers of various classes and 
branches of service but all assigned to the sam unit, have 


pren observed in the 7.3.K. 2 Plant since “ovember 1948. The 
following information was obtained from Soviet soldiers: 
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_ school “here “oviet rmy soldiers "ere piven four-"eek 
courses in parachuting “as establisked in the YITPFSy former 
Artillery School in the fall of 1948. he trainees under = 
vent a physical examination before attending these courses. 
They expected to return to their units on completion of the 
course. * Offfieers and Fif of all branches of service narti- 
cipated in these courses, cach of “hich was attended br four 
hundred men. The old artillery school was about a mile 
west of the torn limits of VITTERS and about a thousand feet 
south of the Dvina “iver. 


a 


(1947 to Mureh 1949 


The folloving aircraft vere first observed in late “ovenber 
and early Decenber 1948: 


vis 6 under the nose. these aireratt first observed one to 
Tiree tines aA “cek, tiying at an altitude of 1,500 to £,900 
feet and ascending to an altitude of about 2,500 feet. ‘They 
eame fron the east ard headed southeast after flying over the 


‘plant and the Jvina ‘iver. “hey toed cargo fliders (length 


of fuselage about 66 feet, “ing span about &0 feet), “hich 
were rejeased about five miles east of the railroad line to 
OSHA. The ¢liders, folloved by the planes, landed in an 
easterly direction. “hese aircraft have been more frecuently 
observed since about January 1949. They flew all day, and 
also at night since sbout “arch 1949, judging from the noise 
of engines. YTive or six alreraft of this type “ere con- 
tinually observed in the air every day since late February 
and early “arch 1949, “hey came from the same direction and 
flew at the same altitude and ~ith the same course as the air- 
eraft previously mentioned, but had no cargo cliders in tor. 
Groups of eilgit to ten parachutists jumped from each plane 
over the area southeast of the.olent. ‘his activity was 
repeated throushout the day at intervais of about SOC minutes, 
during these practices, a captive balloon as hoisted on a 
hill east of the area “here the ~arechutists descended. 


b. Trin-engine bombers:*** Glazed nose, lonrth about 66 feet, 
vine san about 60 tect, double rudder assembly, dihedra 
wings ndine fear and teil “reel retracted Tov=pivcned 
noise of engines. -ireraft of this tyne fiew daily in vedre 
Omabion of three to trelve pleres, ot an altitude of about 
8,500 feet. ‘These aircraft, unlike the four-enrine aircraft, 
bad been stationed in the VITTBS:. area since 1947 or 1946. 
‘heir number vias not increased in 194°. 


c. Biplanes: Four or five planes vere observed every day, 
even in “inter and bad “eather. 
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February 1947 to March 1949 

6, There has been a great deal of day and nicht flying over 
VITEBSK since early 1949, The following aircraft types “ere 
observed flying in early January 1949 and in increased number 
Since I‘arch 1949; 


a. Four-engine transports.** ose projecting unusual Ly for 
beyond leading edre of Ee long flazed cockpit on ton of 
uselage and glazed rear funner'’s station. Length abou 
feet, “ine Span about TOU fest Tite or Six of these planes 
ware Spseried every dey since . arch 1949, flying at an alti- 
tude of 1,600 to 2,000 feet. They anproached from the north- 
east and flew over IIARKOVSHITA, heading southeast. Groups of 
six to eight narachutists were observed from the plant jump-~ 
ing from each plane over an open area about 3 niles southeast 
of the plat and east of the rsilroad line to O75TA. ‘The 
paratroopers drifted in an easterly direction tovard a cantive 
balloon “hich was hoisted to an altitude of 500 to 600 feot at 
some distance. Jt “as inferred that an airfield as east of the 
jump area, Five or six other planes anpeared about trenty 
minutes later. The same procedure was reneated every day 
™ithin about tvo hours of noon. 


4 plone of the sane type toring a cargo rlider (“ing sovan 
about 80 feet, lenzth about 66 feet) approached the jump 
area almost every day from the same direction, at an alti- 
tude of about 2,500 feet. The glider "as released near the 
jump area and landed to the east. The plane disappeared in 
the seme direction. ‘The same plane anpeared about teenty — 
ninutes later towing anotner cargo clider. ‘This activity 
was continued until evening. Single four-enrine aircraft 
were also heard at ni¢ht over MANKOVSMIMA. 


b. Twin-eneine bombers:***Clazed nose, vines dihedral, double 
rudder assembly, Length 50 to 65 feet, “ing span about 6D feet. 
Aircraft of this type rave been observed every day Since the 
sumner of 1948, flying inwedse formations of up to tvelve 
planes, at an altitude of about 2,500 feet. Individual planes 
were seldom seen. 


every day, but in fever numbers than the previously mentioned 
types, flying at an altitude of about 2,000 feet, six to ten 
individual planes beinr the maximum number observed. 
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a. the training ef parachutists and airborne troops “as 
previously observed in the VITEBSK area. 
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b. The aircraft types cannot be identified from the in- 
accurate and presumably erroneous deseri ntions 
of para 1 through 4. 


ec, The reported detaching of Soviet Army soldiers to para- 
chute training courses was confirmed by previous rerorts and 
is considered credible. 


& The reported four~enrine transport aircraft are either 
IL-L&@s or TU-70s, ‘Their estimated length and "ing span 

seem to be underrated. The svall number (eirht to ten) of 
parachutists reported jumping from each plane is incompre- 
hensible. “he employment of four-enrine vireroft seems to be 
justified only by their toving cargo cliders, “hich accor d- 
ine to their estimated dimensions, ‘ere almost as biz as the 
towing planes. It is inferred that this probably is a large 
cargo glider type, as vas assumed from previous repo rts 

on the ULI and STALEAUOVO airfields. 


e. The same tvineengine bombers “ere i 
Ji may be concluded from the renorted "dihedral lings” tna 

they are TR-4s. 

f. Pelieved to be one of the latest Ya: fighters. 


[Comment 


+ 1.8.K. possibly stands for Tanko-Selmash Kombinat (Tank and 
Agricultural Machine Combine). 
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